SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 6426

As of February 4, 2014

Title: An act relating to increasing the available funding limit of the linked deposit program.
Brief Description: Increasing the available funding limit of the linked deposit program.
Sponsors: Senators Hasegawa, Chase and Kline.

Brief History:

Committee Activity: Financial Institutions, Housing & Insurance: 2/04/14.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, HOUSING & INSURANCE

Staff: Edward Redmond (786-7471)

Background: In 1993 the Washington State Legislature found that minority and women-
owned businesses had been historically denied access to capital and that lack of capital is a
key barrier to the development of minority and women-owned businesses. In response, the
Legislature passed the Minority and Women Owned Business Assistance Act (Act), which
created the Linked Deposit Program (LDP). The Act directs the State Treasurer (Treasurer),
the Office of Minority and Women’s Business Enterprises, and the Department of Commerce
to operate a program that links the deposit of state funds to loans made by participating
financial institutions to qualified minority and women-owned businesses. The State
Treasurer is authorized to use up to $175 million of the state’s short-term surplus funds to
purchase certificates of deposit (CDs) in an amount equivalent to the amount of the financial
institution's loan to certified minority and women’s business enterprises. In 2008 the
Legislature authorized the Treasurer to use up to $15 million for the same funding
mechanism for the benefit of certified veteran-owned businesses.

The LDP links the state’s surplus fund deposits to the commercial loans that financial
institutions make to certified minority and women’s business enterprises, and veteran-owned
businesses. Two percent of the interest that is earned on the state’s CD is used to reduce the
interest rate that would otherwise be charged to a certified business for its loan or other
financing. If the interest rate returns earned by the state on the CDs fall below 2 percent,
banks are allowed to reduce the interest rate reduction passed onto the firms by an equivalent
amount.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Qualifying loans are loans made (1) to certain minority or women's business enterprises; (2)
for a period not to exceed ten years; (3) for up to a maximum amount of $1 million for each
individual loan; (4) at an interest rate that is at least two percentage points below the market
rate that normally would be charged for a loan of that type; and (5) with points or origination
fees that are limited to 1 percent of the loan principal.

To participate as a veteran-owned business, the veteran-owned business must be certified by
the Department of Veterans Affairs that it meets three requirements: (1) the veteran owner
has sufficient expertise in the business's field of operation; (2) the veteran-owned business is
a for-profit organization performing a commercially useful function; and (3) the veteran-
owned business satisfies the definition for a small business concern.

There are currently 24 financial institutions participating in the LDP. The LDP, however, is
not a loan or loan guarantee; the state cannot help a firm obtain a business loan. Firms must
independently satisfy their bank’s financing or loan criteria.

To date, the utilization rate of the LDP for minority and women's business enterprises is at
100 percent, $175 million, with 548 firms receiving some portion of those loans. There are
currently six veteran-owned businesses utilizing the LDP funding with $3.2 million, or
approximately 21 percent, of the loans outstanding.

Summary of Bill: The LDP funding limit is amended. The Treasurer is authorized to use an
additional $25 million of short-term state treasury surplus funds for the existing LDP for
minority or women-owned businesses.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Requested on January 31, 2014.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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